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Neolithic Phase
The transition from the mesolithic to the neolithic complex in Andhra Pradesh cannot
precisely be delineated owing to a deplorable lack of data. However, the neolithic phase
can be considered revolutionary because of several inventions brought in during that period.
Owing to such inventions, the prehistoric man could reach a stage of settled life. Therefore,
many anthropologists consider this phase to be more of an economic nature than a mere
technological one. Though the neolithic culture in Andhra Pradesh can be taken to be an
integral part of the south Indian type of that culture, the northeast coastal Andhra Pradesh,
north of the Qodavarl, indicates some affiliation to the eastern Indian neolithic culture in several
traits.
Owing to the efforts of many researchers, various neolithic sites are brought to light
recently. However, only a few of thorn are studied in depth. Many of them are trial trenches
only, Research was carried on extensively at Nagarjunakonda.
The neolithic folk inhabited the river and stream banks, caves and rock shelters and fiat
hill-tops. All these settlements, as a rule, were located near rivulots, streams, springs, etc.
There is enough evidence to conclude that many of the people then lived in circular houses
with thatched roofs supported by wooden posts. Pit dwellings of that age are found at
Kesarapalli, Nagarjunakonda, etc. Along with stone, bone also found a place In the industry
during that period. Household objects like saddlequerns, grinders, poundors, rubbers and
other objects such as mace-heads, sling-balls, hoes and circular tablets are reported from
several sites. The neolithic phase was associated not only with the development of lithic and
bone tools but also with pottery.
The evidence obtained from both the surface-finds and excavations reveals three sub-phases
south of the Qodavar) and two sub-phases In the north-east coastal Andhra as far as the
development of pottery is concerned. The pure neolithic facies of crude hand-made pottory
acquires neolithic-chalcolithlc facies later on with the adaptation of painted pottery In the
tradition of post-Harappan chalcoiithic cultures of western India. But this chalcolithic element
is not to be found In the north-east Andhra region. The appearance of wheel-turned, red and
blackware marks the next phase of the development in ceramic art.
The Andhra-Karnalaka border abounds in rock paintings and bruisings. The bull dominates
the scone. Beads made on semi precious stones, and clay, bangles made on shells are the
objects of personal adornment.
Another peculiar feature of this culture It the discovery of Ash Mounds of varying dimension.
They look like small isolated low hillock. Their origin is still a debatable point. But they
tend to show that Neolothlc folks also included cattle keepers. Settled cultivation and cattle
keeping were the sources of economy while fishing, hunting and gathering supplemented the
economy of neolithic village communities.